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John 14:13-14– whatever you ask in my name, that will I do for you.
So how do you respond when you don’t get what you want
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The REASON for Deferred Hope
* Prevention: God, in His grace, my be trying to keep something bad from happening
to you:
So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to
keep me from becoming conceited (2 Corinthians 12:7)
give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I
may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ (Proverbs 30:8-9,
NIV)
* Instruction: God may be using your deferred hope to teach you something:
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It was good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn your statutues (Psalm
119:71)
* Discipline: God may be disciplining you, as a loving father (Hebrews 12:5-8)
5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you
as a father addresses his son? It says, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s
discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines
the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 7 Endure hardship
as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined
by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all.
* Mystery: We may never know on this side of heaven why God allows something to
happen. (Job 42:1-3)
42 Then Job answered the Lord and said:
2 “I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.

4

The RESULT of deferred Hope
Deferred hope makes us heartsick. That's just reality. The book of Proverbs is making
an observation here, not a rebuke. Everyone deals with disappointments. But what
do you do with it?
Bitterness
Anger
Resentment
Forcing something that isn't right
Living your dream through your children
Self Medicating
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1. Pray fervently:.8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.
2. Listen for God’s voice: 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.”
And realize that you may hear God’s voice even when the answer is no. That’s what
happened to Paul. It also happened to Job. And it happened to Elijah in 1 Kings 19. It
happened to Jonah when Jonah had hoped God would destroy Nineveh. It happened
to Jesus in the Garden, when he prayed so fervently he sweat blood. Do you think you
somehow deserve a “yes” when Jesus Himself got a “no?”
When Paul heard God’s voice, it wasn’t telling him that God would take away the
thorn. Instead, it was saying that God was enough. My grace is sufficient for you…
3. Accept your new normal: Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.
What is your therefore?
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• Your son may not ever reconcile with you. Is God’s grace sufficient? If so,
therefore…
• You’ve lost a spouse this year. Is God’s grace sufficient? If so, therefore…
• You are battling cancer. Is God’s grace sufficient? If so, therefore…
• You may never have the marriage you dreamed of. Is God’s grace sufficient? Why?
Because power is made perfect in weakness.
• Your daughter is an alcoholic. But God’s power is made perfect in your weakness.
Which made Paul say, Ok. My new normal is this thorn. God is not going to take it
away, at least not now. But He has promised me that His grace is sufficient for me. So
you know what? I’m going to look for ways to display god’s power through my
weakness.
4. Harness your hardship: 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.
When you harness something, you put it to work. Because you recognize it has
power. This year, we’ve seen the destructive power of fire in California, wind in
Florida, water in the Carolinas. But all of those things that are destructive when
unchecked are powerful when they are harnessed, whether in a stove, a windmill, or
a dam. Our hardships are the same way. They can be destructive, or they can be
harnessed for God’s glory.
Joni Eareckson– when Joni was 17 years old, she broke her neck diving into a shallow
lake, and was left permanently paralyzed. She went into deep depression. She was
angry with God, despairing of life. She begged her friends to help her commit suicide.
But eventually she came through her despair with a strong faith and a desire to
glorify Him. She became an accomplished artist, drawing with a pen in her mouth.
She is a writer, speaker, singer. She founded an organization to help others struggling
with disabilities.
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I really would rather be in this wheelchair knowing Jesus as I do than be on my feet
without him.
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Give thanks in all circumstances, not for all circumstances
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Sometimes we think a no from God is a ”never,” when it could just be a “not yet.” or a
not now. The Scripture is talking about deferred hope. Not denied hope. Not false
hope.
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Don't forget the second part of Proverbs 13:12:
Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.
Jesus is the desire of all nations (Haggai 2:6-7)
7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts (Hag. 2:7, KJV)
Jesus came and will come again (Malachi 3:1-2)
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.
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The Old Testament prophet Haggai wrote…
1739, Charles Wesley wrote “Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” one of our mostpopular
Christmas songs. We don’t often sing the fourth verse, but here it is…
Come, Desire of nations, come!
Fix in us Thy humble home:
Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring seed,
Bruise in us the serpent’s head;
Adam’s likeness now efface,
Stamp Thine image in its place:
Final Adam from above,
Reinstate us in Thy love.
Jesus is the desire of all nations that Haggai prophesied about. And He has come. But
he is also coming again.
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