
1



I went back and forth on the title of this one. On your notes you see one 
title, if you are using the YouVersion app, you see another. I know the 
term “civil religion” is a little confusing. Socilogists define civil religion as 
“the the implicit religious values of a nation, as expressed through 
public rituals, symbols (such as the national flag), and ceremonies on 
sacred days and at sacred places (such as monuments, battlefields, or 
national cemeteries).

And that’s really not what this is about. In fact, as we’ve seen in our 
study of 1 Peter, Peter’s message is pretty much the opposite of that. But 
what I’d like us to think about is what basic civility—treating people 
decently, getting along with one another—has to do with our Christian 
witness.  Today, civility seems to be an endangered species.  But I think 
wedo a better job of it in the south [transition]
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First off, realize that when Peter says “finally,” there’s still more than half 
the letter to go. So we aren’t getting out of 1 Peter any time soon. 
“Finally” just means “to sum up what I’ve been talking about so far.” And 
what has he been talking about? How we  win over non believers– that’s 
been the thread. We submit ourselves to human authorities so that God 
can be glorified even among people who don’t believe our message 
(2:11-13).  Believing wives submit themselves to the authority of non 
believing husbands so that they can be won over by their gentle and 
quiet spirit (3:1-7). Everything has been about winning the lost.  So this 
“finally” sums up this teaching by encouraging the believers to have the 
right attitude. Peter outlines five components to the believers attitude 
[transition]
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The Greek word translated “like minded” is homophrones.  It literally 
means “same-thinking.” It’s important to realize this doesn’t mean we 
are to all have the same thinking as one another. 

This doesn't mean Christians are called to be cookie cutter clones of each 
other. That would be boring. And truthfully, where would the miracle be 
if everyone in the church got along because they thought the same, 
voted the same, dressed the same, etc. The miracle is when a bunch of 
people who have no earthly reason to associate with one another come 
together anyway. When the only thing they have in common is Jesus, we 
present a witness to the world.

So if we aren’t to have the same thinking as each other, what does it 
mean to have the “same thinking?” It means to have the same thinking 
as Christ. 
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In 2001, in Hangzhou, China, a public concert was given where children 
played 160 pianos simultaneously. 

How would you make sure 160 pianos were properly tuned? You 
wouldn’t tune them to each other. Instead, you would tune them to a 
tuning fork,  
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“Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the 
same fork are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord 
by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each 
one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers met together, 
each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than 
they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn 
their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship.” [transition]
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Now, if you are thinking to yourself that you would never be able to think 
like Jesus, then let me take the pressure off of you. In 1 Corinthians 2:!6, 
Paul said that we have the mind of Christ. He didn’t say we should 
develop the mind of Christ.  He said we already have it.  When we 
surrender our lives to the Lordship of Jesus, the Holy Spirit moves in. Its 
not about learning how to think like Jesus. Its about getting ourselves out 
of the way. 
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Christians aren’t just meant to “feel for” people. They are to feel with 
people. That’s what “sympathy” literally means. Sometimes when we are 
trying to reassure someone, we will put our arms around their shoulders 
and say “I know how you feel.” But how much more impactful is it when 
someone can say “I feel how you feel.”

Again, we can look to the example of Christ in this area. Hebrews 4:15: 
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The Greek word here is philadelphoi. 

How many of you would say it’s a challenge to love your family 
members? How many of you do it anyway? Joke about two Baptists 
stranded on a desert island for ten years, and when they were finally 
rescued they had build three churches. The problem with living in the 
south is that we give up on each other way to easily because we know if 
we get tired of Glynwood there are fifty other Baptist churches they can 
run off and join.  Imagine yourself explaining to a Chinese believer why 
you left your church. 

Compassionate: From the GUT.  Of all the Greek words I’ve thrown at you 
this morning, this one by far is the most fun. The Greek word for spleen is 
splanchnos.  So the word translated as “compassionate” here is 
eusplanchnos.  It literally means “good guts.” So what this means is that 
our care and concern for each other has to be more than skin deep. It has 
to be from the gut.  And sometimes that gets messy. 
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The final component of a right attitude is humility. 

John MacArthur says "humility is arguably the most essential, all-
encompassing virtue of the Christian life." God makes humility a 
prerequisite for receiving grace (James 4:6); entering the kingdom 
(Matthew 18:4); and obtaining justification (Luke 18:14). It is essential for 
maintaining church unity (Eph. 4:1-2 and Col. 3:12)

God is opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6)

Whoever does not humble himself like a little child cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:4)

The Pharisee and the tax collector that went to the temple to pray. The 
tax collector who humbled himself went away justified. 
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A lot of people misquote CS Lewis as saying “Humility is not thinking less 
of yourself; it’s thinking of yourself less.” But actually, Rick Warrren said 
that, in The Purpose Driven Life. Here’s what CS Lewis said:

Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will be what 
most people call ‘humble’ nowadays: he will not be a sort of greasy, 
smarmy person, who is always telling you that, of course, he is nobody. 
Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, 
intelligent chap who took a real interest in what you said to him. If you do 
dislike him it will be because you feel a little envious of anyone who 
seems to enjoy life so easily. He will not be thinking about humility: he 
will not be thinking about himself at all.

So that’s what it means for us to have the right ATTITUDE. Let’s move on 
to how we respond when someone treats us badly. [Transition]
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I want to be careful here that we don’t read “that you may inherit a 

blessing” and think that there is something we can do to earn God’s 

favor. There isn’t. The ESV translates this “obtain” a blessing, and I think 
that’s confusing. No, an inheritance isn’t something you earn. It’s 

something that is willed to you because your parents love you. It’s the 

same with the blessings we receive from our heavenly father. But the 
way we respond to those who do evil to us or insult us is a reflection of 

how well we understand our savior. 

Peter learned this firsthand from Jesus. When Jesus was arrested in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear of the 

high priest's servant. The last miracle Jesus did before He was crucified 
was to restore the ear (see John 18:10-11; Luke 22:49-51)
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Here Peter is quoting Psalm 34:12-16

I don’t know anyone who doesn’t love life and want to see good days. 
That’s the American Dream. We’ve got it baked into our Declaration of 
Independence, that everyone has the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. But notice what Peter says it takes to get there. Whoever 
would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and 
their lips from speaking lies. They must turn from evil and do good. They 
must seek peace and pursue it. 

Notice that these are not instructions for how to receive eternal life. 
Verse 10 shows us that these are specific instructions for how to enjoy 
"life and good days" on earth. We seek peace and pursue it. 

[RWANDA STORY]
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In 2007 I went on a mission trip to Rwanda. It was amazing. We saw over 
4500 people make a profession of faith in the ten days we were there. I 
truly have never seen anything like it. This is me preaching in one of the 
villages. Look in the background. I literally preached until the cows came 
home.  

In Rwanda, it is common for people to be given names based on the 
traits they represent. Within a couple of days, the Rwandan translators 
began calling one of my teammates “Urukundo,” which is Kinyarwandan
for “Love.” And she WAS love. It just oozed from her. But I was surprised 
when the translators started calling me “Amahoro”— the word for Peace. 
I sure didn’t feel like I radiated peace the way Chantéa radiated Love. But 
the more they called me that, the more I tried to communicate that. And 
the more I became what they saw in me. Chantéa and I became 
committed to being Love and Peace in Rwanda. And in a country that had 
been torn apart by genocide just thirteen years earlier, Love and Peace 
were desperately needed. We aren’t supposed to just show love. We are 
to BE love in a world that has been torn apart.
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One of my teammates was a big, beautiful black woman names Chantea. 
There she is, in the yellow.  I’m pretty sure most of the people in Rwanda 
didn’t realize there were black people in America, because everywhere 
we went people would look at Chantea and say “You are home now, 
sister.” And Chantea ate it up. She was always the last person on the bus 
to leave a village, and she just poured herself out day after day. 

In Rwanda, it is common for people to be given names based on the 
traits they represent. Within a couple of days, the Rwandan translators 
began calling one of my teammates “Urukundo,” which is Kinyarwandan
for “Love.” And she WAS love. It just oozed from her. But I was surprised 
when the translators started calling me “Amahoro”— the word for Peace. 
I sure didn’t feel like I radiated peace the way Chantéa radiated Love. But 
the more they called me that, the more I tried to communicate that. And 
the more I became what they saw in me. Chantéa and I became 
committed to being Love and Peace in Rwanda. And in a country that had 
been torn apart by genocide just thirteen years earlier, Love and Peace 
were desperately needed. We aren’t supposed to just show love. We are 
to BE love in a world that has been torn apart.
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But I was surprised when the translators started calling me “Amahoro”—
the word for Peace. I sure didn’t feel like I radiated peace the way 
Chantéa radiated Love. But the more they called me that, the more I 
tried to communicate that. And the more I became what they saw in me. 
Chantéa and I became committed to being Love and Peace in Rwanda. 
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And in a country that had been torn apart by genocide just thirteen years 
earlier, Love and Peace were desperately needed. We aren’t supposed to 
just show love. We are to BE love in a world that has been torn apart.
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Watch me whip…

Now watch me whip (kill it!)
Now watch me nae nae (okay!)
Now watch me whip whip
Watch me nae nae (want me do it?)
Now watch me whip (kill it!)
Watch me nae nae (okay!)
Now watch me whip whip
Watch me nae nae (can you do it?)
Now watch me
Ooh watch me, watch me
Ooh watch me, watch me
Ooh watch me, watch me
Ooh ooh ooh ooh
Ooh watch me, watch me
Ooh watch me, watch me
Ooh watch me, watch me
Ooh ooh ooh ooh

Three minutes and twenty-two seconds, and the phrase “watch me” is 
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repeated 87 times. 

Here’s the thing.  A father never gets tired of watching his children. He 
delights in them. But what do you want your heavenly father to watch 
you doing? We aren’t righteous because we have the right attitude or 
the right response, or the right pursuit.  We are righteous because God 
has pronounced us righteous. So we work to have the proper attitudes 
and everything else not to be rightoues but because we are righteous. 
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