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Let me read you a letter to a wife sent to tech support
Dear Tech Support, last year I upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband
1.0. I noticed a distinct slowdown in the overall system performance.
Specifically, two of my favorite applications, “Flowers” and “Jewelry”
have stopped running altogether.
In addition, Husband 1.0 uninstalled many other valuable programs Such
as Romance 9.5, and Personal Attention 6.5. It also installed several
undesirable programs such as Man Cave 2.0, Game of Thrones Seasons 15, and Football 4.1.
Because of these installs Conversation 8.0 no longer runs.
Please note that I have tried installing Nagging 5.3 to fix these problems,
but to no avail.
What can I do? Signed, Desperate Woman.”
Response:
Dear Desperate Woman, first, keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an
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Entertainment Package while Husband 1.0 is an operating system. Try to
downloading Tears 6.2. This can often reboot the crashed Jewelry and
Flowers apps. However, overuse can cause a default to Silence 2.5.
Under no circumstances should you install Mother-In-Law 1.0. This is a
virus that will eventually take over your entire system.
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What most people don’t realize is that the battle of the sexes is nothing
new. It goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden. When God first
created man and woman, His intention was for them to have dominion
over the earth… together. Check out Genesis 1:28 [transition]
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But when Adam and Eve disobeyed God, sin corrupted their God-given
partnership and twisted it into a desire for domination. In Genesis 3:16,
God placed a curse on the woman, saying, Your desire will be for your
husband, and he will rule over you.” How did the NIV get the idea of
“your desire will be to control your husband?” Well, there are only three
times in the entire Hebrew Bible that this particular word is used for
desire. The second one is in the very next chapter, when Cain was
considering killing Abel: If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?
But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires
to have you, but you must rule over it.”
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Submit means to place yourself under the authority of someone or
something else. As a child, Jesus was submissive to Mary and Joseph’s
authority. (Luke 2:51)
Romans 8:7 says that the mind governed by the flesh cannot submit to
God.
And in 1 Cor. 15, Paul says that Jesus himself is submissive to God’s
authority.
Most importantly for this conversation, Paul also teaches in Ephesians
5:21 that wives and husbands are to submit to one another out of
reverence for Christ.
In these two verses, Peter gives clear instruction to wives for HOW they
are to submit, TO WHOM they are to submit, and WHY they are to
submit [TRANSITION]

6

HOW: Peter begins by saying, “Wives, in the same way, submit.” In the
same way as who? It makes sense to go back to the paragraph
immediately before this one to answer the question. AND THAT’S GOING
TO BLOW YOUR MIND IN ABOUT FIVE MINUTES, SO GET READY FOR IT!!
The paragraph before this one is talking about Jesus. Look at verses 2324: 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when
he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him
who judges justly.
24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT IF YOU ARE DEALING WITH EMOTIONAL OR
PHYSICAL ABUSE, YOU ARE JUST SUPPOSED TO TAKE IT.
TO WHOM: Your own husbands. This means that all women are not
ordained by God to be subject to all men.
WHY: If your husband is not a believer, you submit to win him to the
Lord.
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
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answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience,
so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ
may be ashamed of their slander (1 Peter 3:15-16)
If your husband is a believer, you submit to win the world to the Lord
together.
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Take a moment to flip over to Ephesians 5:22-33. There are six times in
that passage where Paul compares the marriage relationship to the
relationship between Christ and the church.
22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the
Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of
the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself
as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but
holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After
all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their
body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his
body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a
profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the
church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves
himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
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Our marriages are to be a visible, tangible representation to the world of
what a relationship with Jesus looks like.
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Peter is not prohibiting styling your hair or wearing jewelry. We know this
because he mentions clothes here as well. Here's what the Bible teaches
in this passage:.
The source of your beauty should be inner, not outer (v. 4)
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The source of your hope should be God, not your husband (v. 5)
A gentle and quiet spirit (v. 4) is the result of placing your hope in God (v.
5), which leads to living without fear (v. 6)
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Part of you might be wondering, how come there are six verses about
what wives are supposed to do, and only one verse about what husbands
are supposed to do. That doesn’t seem fair. But I think part of the
answer is in the first five words of verse 7: Husbands, in the same way
[Transition]
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HOW: Peter begins by saying, “Husbands, in the same way, submit.”
Remember I told you a few minutes ago that something was going to
blow your mind? Here it is. Just as we had to go to the previous set of
verses to answer the question “In the same way as who” for how wives
are supposed to submit, we go back to the previous paragraph to answer
the question, “In the same way as who” for how husbands are to show
honor. And the answer is ”In the same way as your wife.” Peter doesn’t
have to spend six verses on how men are supposed to act because their
wives are supposed to be the example. Let this marinate:
Your wife is imitating Christ (1 Peter 3:1); while you are imitating your
wife (1 Peter 3:7).
But wait, I thought men were supposed to be the spiritual leader of the
house. You are. But you lead by following an example. And you are likely
to learn more about what it means to submit to the Lordship of Christ by
following your wife’s example. Guys, we are dumb. We need someone to
show us how to do stuff. Even though we think we can figure it out on
our own. And its like God knows we’re not too good with reading
instructions. So He says, “Just watch your wife. She will show you what it
means to submit to my authority in your life, because I’ve told her to
submit to your authority.
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Next, Peter says “Live with your wives.” Let’s stop there. This reminds us
not to give up. Stay engaged. And I don’t just mean stay in the same
house, although that’s part of it. I mean stay relationally engaged. It
might be easier to retreat to your man cave, or workshop, or tree stand,
or bass boat.
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I remember the first time I came across these verses in Proverbs.
Solomon wrote in Proverbs 21:9, Better to live on a corner of the roof
than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. And he felt so strongly
about it that he repeats it in verse 25:24. And there’s been times when
I’ve gotten sideways with Trish and thought to myself, “corner of the
roof.” And its in the Bible, so that makes it ok, right? But here’s the thing:
SOLOMON HAD 700 WIVES. THE CORNER OF THE ROOF MIGHT HAVE
BEEN THE ONLY SPOT IN THE HOUSE THAT WAS LEFT.
You have one wife. Stay engaged. Live with her. And finally, live with her
[Transition]
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My favorite translation of this part is the KJV, which says “according to
knowledge.” This means you become a student of your wife. Learn her.
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Here’s the part I’ve been most nervous about preaching: what does Peter
mean by “weaker vessel?”
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Here’s the part I’ve been most nervous about preaching: what does Peter
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But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; (2 Cor. 4:7;
NASB)
The word often translated "jars of clay" in 2 Cor. 4:7 is the Greek
word skeuos, and its the same word used in 1 Peter 3:7. The conclusion is
that both men and women are weak vessels, meant to hold the "light of
the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the face of Christ." (2 Cor. 4:6)
So if God deliberately put this into a weak vessel to show that the power
comes from God and not from ourselves, than the weaker the vessel, the
more Christ can shine.
Weaker only means physically
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But she isn’t just the “weaker vessel.” She is also an heir with you of the
grace of life (ESV; “gracious gift” NIV)
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that
can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,
(1 Peter 1:3-4; see also Genesis 1:27-29)
These two concepts: "weaker vessel" and "heirs of grace" are meant to
be checks on each other. When you as a husband start to become
demeaning or condescending to your wife, remember that she is a coheir with you. But when you forget that there are different roles for
husbands and wives, and we are wired differently, and we are to
complement each other without competing against each other,
remember that she is the weaker vessel.
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Just as wives had a “so that” statement in their instructions, men have a
“so that” statement in theirs. We honor our wives so that our prayers
may not be hindered.
Men, if you feel stagnant in your prayer life, the first question to ask
yourself is, "am I showing honor to my wife?"
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The first thing to realize is that 1 Peter 3:1-6 begins with “wives.” Verse 7
begins with “husbands.”
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