Intro: Infomercials. Love-hate relationship with
infomercials, but the best ones are when the inventor of
a product demonstrates that he believes in the product
so much that he does something crazy. [Next up– Super
Glue]

1

Then there's the inventor of Flex tape. Do you
remember him? [Transition]
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But to me, the gold medal for infomercials goes to
Steve Gass, the inventor of Saw Stop. Steve Gass, a
patent attorney and amateur woodworker with a
doctorate in physics,[7] came up with the idea for
SawStop's braking system in 1999.[8] It took Gass two
weeks to complete the design, and a third week to build
a prototype based on a "$200 secondhand table
saw."[7] After numerous tests using a hot dog as a fingeranalog, in spring 2000, Gass conducted the first test with
a real human finger: he applied Novocain to his left ring
finger, and after two false starts, he placed his finger into
the teeth of a whirring saw blade. The blade stopped as
designed, and although it "hurt like the dickens and bled
a lot," his finger remained intact.[7]
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…and, that’s where we will stop. (High four joke?)
It makes a difference when the creator of a product is
willing to put his own life on the line because he believes
in his creation so much. And that brings us to our
scripture for this morning. Luke 9:51-62
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ESV: Set his face for Jerusalem
NASB: determined
New King James: steadfastly set his face.
The idiom is this idea that Jesus turned in the direction
of Jerusalem and there were no detours, no deterrants.
He was determined to go to Jerusalem. Now think
about this: Luke is 24 chapters long. Jesus doesn’t get to
Jerusalem until chapter 19. So that means that for the
rest of the gospel of Luke, everything you see Jesus
doing is in the context of His being on the way to
Jerusalem. And we know the rest of the story, we know
that He is going to Jerusalem to die on the cross. And
Jesus knows it too. In Luke 9:22, he tells his disciples,
22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests
and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and
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on the third day be raised to life.”
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Isaiah, writing some 600 years before the birth of
Christ, knew that Jesus was going to “set his face like
flint” toward Jerusalem. He knew that the sovereign
Lord was going to throw Himself into the teeth of His
own creation. And that His own creation would mock
Him. Spit on Him. Pull out His beard in fistfuls.
That they would beat him to within an inch of His life.
And that they would put a heavy crossbeam on his
bloody shoulders and march Him through Jerusalem to
a hill called Calvary. And they would crucify Him there,
subjecting Him to the most shameful form of execution
you could imagine. But Jesus was not put to shame.
Hebrews 12:1-2 says that Jesus, for the joy that was set
before Him, endured the cross, scorning its shame.
What was the joy that was set before him? I think the
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joy is a relationship with us.
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You see right away that this decision was costly for Jesus.
Samaritans and Jews didn’t get along with each other. So
when the Samaritans found out that Jesus was on his
way to Jerusalem, they refused hospitality to him. Can
you imagine how that must have stung? Jesus knew why
he was going to Jerusalem. He knew the torture he was
going to suffer at the hands of his own people. But when
the Samaritans get wind of his destination, they reject
him too.

7

You gotta love James and John here. They don’t like
Samaritans anyway, so they’re kind of looking forward
to a good old fashioned smiting. But again, Jesus is so
focused on Jerusalem by this point that He just moves
on.
Let’s pause here to talk about the impact of singleminded focus. How many of you have been watching
the Winter Olympics? Have you watched curling?
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This guy has set his face on the goal. I’m not sure what
the goal is—I think its kind of like shuffleboard, but this
dude is focused! And that is how Jesus is on the way to
Jerusalem. There is nothing that’s going to sidetrack
him. Not even the halfway commitments of others. In
the next few verses, Jesus is going to meet three would
be, or wanna-be followers. Let’s look at how He
responds to them.
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Notice that of the three, this is the only one that seeks
out Jesus. And he is gung ho. But after Jesus gives his
response, you don’t hear from this guy again. I wonder
what happened. Maybe Jesus said, “Hey, I’m not sure if
you were paying attention, but we just got our credit
card denied at the Samaritan Motel 6. I literally don’t
even know where I’m going to sleep tonight. Are you
ready for that kind of life? And clearly, the guy wasn’t.
And I think there are a lot of followers of Jesus today
that are mostly interested in what following Jesus can
do for them. They like the good feelings associated with
being a Christian. In the south, especially, going to
church is the socially respectable thing to do. But what
happens when it isn’t? What happens when following
Jesus is inconvenient? If it gets in the way of our
priorities and plans?
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A young pastor tells about reading the comment cards
that were put in the offering plate. And he came across
one that said, ”I don’t like your sermons.” the person
that filled out the card put down his name and phone
number. So the pastor called the guy, and said, “Tell me
why you don’t like my sermons.” and the man
responded, “I feel like you are trying to interfere with
my life.”
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Now, this seems really harsh, doesn’t it? Is Jesus saying
it’s okay to ignore family obligations? No. Jesus made it
clear in his teaching that taking care of your parents
was important. In Mark, 7, Jesus gave a harsh rebuke to
the Pharisees who were teaching that it was acceptable
to take the money you would have used to help your
aging parents and give it to the church.
0 For

Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’[d] and,
‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to
death.’[e]11 But you say that if anyone declares that what
might have been used to help their father or mother is
Corban (that is, devoted to God)— 12 then you no longer
let them do anything for their father or mother. So Jesus
is not saying its okay to neglect your parents.
But the truth is, for this guy, his father wasn’t even dead
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yet. In the ancient near east, the custom was to bury
someone before sundown on the day they died. So this
guy wouldn’t even be there if he had to bury his father
that day. Let’s remember that Jesus has supernatural
insight into human beings. (John 2:25 says that Jesus
knew what was in the heart of man). Jesus knew that
this guy would always have an “I’ll follow you, but first…”
attitude. What about you?
I’ll follow you, but first let me get out of high school.
I’ll trust you with finances, but first, let me get out of
debt.
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Again, you are tempted to say, Wow, Jesus, this is really
harsh. What’s so bad about saying bye to mom and
them? And if you had been listening in on that
conversation that day, you might have remembered the
story from 1 Kings 19, when the prophet Elijah first told
Elisha to follow him. Look at this with me:
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When Elisha went back to say goodbye to his mother
and father, he said goodbye to everything. He had been
a farmer. And a rich one at that. He was plowing a field
with 12 pairs of oxen. That was a major investment. But
when the call came to follow Elijah, he slaughtered the
oxen, chopped up the plowing equipment, burned it,
cooked the oxen over it, and fed barbecue to all his
friends. He made it so there was nothing else to return
to, and then he followed Elijah.

14

And so, again, realize that Jesus has supernatural
insight into people. He knew that for this guy, there
would always be something that sidetracked him.
Maybe it would be family relationships. Maybe it would
be job responsibilities. Or maybe it would be regrets
over his past. Some of us can relate to that. God, I’ve
made so many mistakes in my past that I could never
follow you. And so Jesus says, Anyone who puts his
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God. If you look back, you can’t plow in a straight
line. And if you look back, you get side tracked.
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In 1519, the Spanish explorer and conquistador
Hernando Cortez decided that he wanted to seize the
treasure that the Aztecs had been hoarding. He took
500 soldiers and 100 sailors and landed his 11 ships on
the shores of the Yucatan. Despite the large army under
his command, he was still vastly outnumbered by a huge
and powerful empire that had been around for 600
years.
Some of his men were unconvinced of success, and
being loyal to Cuba, they tried to seize some ships to
escape to there. Cortez got wind of the plot, and
captured the ringleaders. He wanted to make sure that
the remainder of his men were completely committed to
his mission and quest for riches, so he did something
that seemed completely insane to his people: Cortez
gave the order to scuttle his own ships.

16

16

Jesus demanded costly commitment from his followers
on the way to Jerusalem. Just a few chapters after this,
in Luke 14, He will say, 26 “If anyone comes to me and
does not hate father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a
person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not
carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
And if this sounds radical to you, you are absolutely
right. It is radical. John Piper, in his commentary on this
verse, says, [transition]
"Whatever you do, don’t domesticate the radical
teachings of Jesus. If they make you uncomfortable, let
them do their work. They are designed to create real
disciples who are ready to lose all to gain Christ. The
world may call it hate. They may call it foolishness. It is
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not. It is love. And it is the wisdom of God."The most important thing to remember is that Jesus
doesn’t ask us to do anything that He did not willingly,
joyfully do Himself. Remember Steve Gass, the inventor
of the Saw Stop? He believed in his creation so much
that he was willing to put his own finger into the teeth
of that buzz saw. [transition]
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Isaiah, writing some 600 years before the birth of
Christ, knew that Jesus was going to “set his face like
flint” toward Jerusalem. He knew that the sovereign
Lord was going to throw Himself into the teeth of His
own creation. And that His own creation would mock
Him. Spit on Him. Pull out His beard in fistfuls.
That they would beat him to within an inch of His life.
And that they would put a heavy crossbeam on his
bloody shoulders and march Him through Jerusalem to
a hill called Calvary. And they would crucify Him there,
subjecting Him to the most shameful form of execution
you could imagine. But Jesus was not put to shame.
Hebrews 12:1-2 says that Jesus, for the joy that was set
before Him, endured the cross, scorning its shame.
What was the joy that was set before him? I think the
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joy is a relationship with us.
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